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attacked the official policy. In particular, Admiral Tirpitz, the
head of the Admiralty, stood in close relations with the Pan-
Germans and employed them for making propaganda on a
gigantic scale for naval armaments. The heir to the throne was
also particularly friendly to the League.
The ideas which inspired the League were laid down by its
president. Professor Hasse, first in his lectures at the University
of Leipzig, and then in a work, Deutsche Politik, which appeared
in numerous parts. Hasse proclaimed that Germany must
acquire a great empire, both in Europe and overseas. The
expansion of Britain had disturbed the Balance of Power, and
implied a denial of equal rights to Germany. True, German
trade had made enormous progress in spite of England's colonial
monopoly, but it was built on insecure foundations. It depended
on the continuance of the " open door " policy by Britain and
other nations, and these would certainly enter upon a policy of
boycotting German goods, which would be ruinous for Germany
and would force her to fight. Hasse, therefore, entirely rejects
the " unfortunate " principle of the " open door " and demands
that Germany should rather restrict her economic activities to
a smaller area exclusively controlled by her. First of all he
advocates the formation of a European Customs Union, consisting
of Germany, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Holland, and most of
the other small States of Europe. But this union was not to be
limited to purely economic aims. The role of Germany was to
be that of a " protector ". Moreover, she was to acquire large
parts of China and Turkey, and in this whole immense area she
alone was to exercise influence. Other Pan-German writers
have extended this ambitious programme still further, and there
were not many parts of the world which were not envisaged by
one or the other of them as a sphere of German expansion.
Another typical example of Pan-German mentality is a book
by Basse's successor, Heinrich Class, which appeared in 1913
under the pseudonym Daniel Frymann and under the title If I
were the Emperor. It ran into many editions and caused a great
sensation. Class declares that the situation of the German
nation is extremely critical. All classes feel deeply disillusioned
and discontented because of the weak and timid policy of the
government. Even the Kaiser is accused of an undignified
preference for peace and quietude. All Germany's neighbour
states increase their spheres of influence, and Germany alone is
left empty-handed, though she is in urgent need of expansion.
Moreover, the internal situation of Germany is described as a most